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1888, art. 93, sec. 249. 1860, art. 93, sec. 249. 1798, ch. 101,
sub-ch. 15, sec. 16. 1892, ch. 275.

258. The orphans’ court may, in all cases of controversy
therein, upon the application of either party, direct plenary
proceedings by bill or petition, to which there shall be an
answer on oath, and if the party refuse to answer any matter
alleged in the bill or petition, proper for the court to decide
upon, he may be attached, fined and committed, or his prop-
erty may be attached and sequestered ; and the appearance of
the defendant or defendants to such bill or petition may be
compelled by writ of summons, order of publication or attach-
ment, as such appearance is now compelled to bills and
petitions in the circuit court for the counties, as courts of
equity, and the judges of the orphans’ court and register of
wills shall have the same authority to order, issue and attest
such process respectively as the judges and clerks of said
circuit courts now have respectively, in cases in their courts.
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254. On such plenary proceeding, all the depositions shall
be taken in writing and recorded, and, if either party require it,
the court shall direct an issue or issues to be made up and sent
to any court of law convenient for trying the same, and the
issues shall be tried in the said court of law as soon as con-
venient, without any continuance longer than may be necessary
to procure the attendance of witnesses; and the power of the
court of law and the proceedings thereto relative shall be as
directed by law respecting the trial of issues, and the orphans’
court shall give judgment or decree upon the bill and answer
and depositions or the finding of the jury, and may in all cases
of contest award costs, in their discretion, and compel pay-
ment by attachment and fine, or by attachment and sequestra-
tion, or by fieri facias.
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